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CHINESE COMMUNIST AID TO THE VIET MINH 


1. Chinese Communist aid to the Viet Minh currently falls into three 
general categories: (a) materiel, (b) advisory (both staff and technical), 
and (c) training. Shipments of materiel under an organized program became 
apparent in the fall of 1951, when sizeable quantities of arms and muniticns 
were received by the Viet Minh frcm Communist China. The flow of supplies 
has continued since then at a steadily increasing rate. During the year 
1953, more than 9,000 tons were shipped to the Viet Minh, including &00 
mortars and artillery pieces, more than 15,000 rifles and automatic weapons, 
over 8,500,000 rounds of ammunition of all types, 75,000 mines and grenades 
265 motor vehicles, ‘approximately 1,000,000 gallons of gasoline, much 
military signal and medical equipment, and miscellaneous items such as 
uniforms, shoes, mess kits and mosquito nets. 


2. Since the beginning of 195), the Viet Minh have received more than 
h25 additional motor vehicles, 2 number of 37-mm antiaircraft cannon, and 
at least one multiple~barreled rocket launcher. These items were all al- 
lotted specifically for and employed in the Dien Bien Phu campaign, as were 
80,000 rounds of mortar and artillery ammunition and 60,000 explosive anti- 
aircraft shells, which were shipped to Dien Bien Phu from the Nanning area 
of southern Ghina during the period between February and April. In all, 
more than 1270 tons of ammuniticn were moved to Dien Bien Phu during this 
period, and another ‘600 tons were scheduled to move during May and June3 
the latter shipments were not completed tc the combat zone because of the 
fall of Dien Bien Phu in early May. 


3. As a result of the receipt of material assistance from Commnist 
China the Viet Minh have been able to raise and equip new units, armed with 
modern weapons, and to supply these units on the battlefield with plentiful 
quantities of ammunition. The number of trucks held by the Viet Minh has 


increased from 300 in 1951 to more than 1200, plus a variable number on loan 


from the Chinese Communists. The latter, with Chinese drivers, took part 
in moving supplies to the Dien Bien Phu battlefield. 


lh. Chinese Communist military advisers were believed to function at 
divisional level and in the staff sections of the High Command. These 
advisers are know to participate in the planning of Viet Minh military 
operations, and played a major role in the Dien Bien Phu operation. Their 
presence in specialized wnits, such as antiaircraft, artillery, signal, _ 
engineer, and transportation, has also been reliably reported. A Chinese 
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Communist adviser was reported with each of the antiaircraft cannon at 
Dien Bien Phu. The total number of advisers is believed. to be in the 
neighborhood of 2,000. Occasional visits to Viet Minh=held areas by Soviet 
'tmissions" have been reported, but not confirmed. 


S. Chinese Communist training assistance includes both political and 
military instruction, conducted both in China and in northern Indochina. 
This training which has assisted in the development of Viet Minh technical 
and specialist units, particularly antiaircraft, artillery, and signal, is 
continuing today as new Viet Minh units are raised and equipped with newly 
supplied weapons and equipment. 


6. As a result of this assistance from Communist China, the Viet Minh 


have been able to convert their military forces from poorly equipped guerrilla 


elements into a relatively modern army. In addition, as a result of the 
aid received since late 1953, they have been able to continue to augment 
the firepower of their forces, improve their transportation capabilities, 
increase the efficiency and effectiveness of their logistic system, and 
improve their capabilities for sustained combat operations. These continuing 
improvements have, in large measure, offset the expansion, both in materiel 
and personnel, of the French Union forces. Without this Chinese Communist 
assistance, the Viet Minh would be forced eventually to disperse their 
regular combat divisions in northern Indochina and revert exclusively to 
puerrilla warfare. The French defeat at Dien Bien Phu would not have 
occurred without a substantial increase in Chinese Communist aid to the 
Viet Minh during early 195). 


7 Since disclosure of this information, which was obtained largely 
through the French, might adversely affect the future effectiveness of the 
U. S. military intelligence effort in Indochina, the above information 
cannot be downgraded or released to foreign nationals without prior approval 
of the Office of the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2, Department of the Army. 
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